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The Messerschmitt no, when it is used as a bomber,
can carry two 5oo-lb. bombs, externally, at the price
of some reduction in its speed. The capabilities of
certain new British fighters cannot yet be disclosed.
Essential Qualities of the Fighter
The essential qualities of the two classes of fighter
are thus yet to be discerned. The home-defence
fighter can sacrifice long duration in the interests
of a high rate of climb and ease of handling. The
escort fighter, because of its bigger dimensions and
its twin-engined design, must sacrifice something in
manoeuvre for the sake of long range and plentiful
armament. The two types are bound to meet and
theoretically the escort fighter, as conceived by Ger-
many, should have the better of the match. It has
more of the guns of big calibre and it has a rear
gunner to protect it from stern attacks. Yet the
Messerschmitt no, with its four forward firing
machine-guns and two cannon, to say nothing of its
speed of 365 m.p.h., has often been shot down by
the older Hurricanes capable of only 330 m.p.h., and
carrying only eight machine-guns, which have a
shorter effective range and less penetrative power
against armour than the cannon. The secret has lain
in the power of the Hurricane to turn more quickly
than the bigger machine and so to give it bursts of
fire from positions in which it could not reply.
Subject to the ability to manoeuvre quickly, the
question of fire-power is one of the most important
in a fighter, and the British have certainly not
neglected the small air cannon. The latest mark of
the Spitfire is armed with cannon. The cannon used
so far in aeroplanes fires a 20 mm. or 35 mm. shell